
GOD, who created  

the heavens and the earth . . . Genesis 1:1-19 

GOD, who created 

animals . . .  Genesis 1:20-25 

Yes this GOD … the only true GOD, loves you and me. 

And humans . . .  Genesis 26-31 
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Are you attending church anywhere?  Are you getting together with people who live their lives 
based upon their faith in God?  Are you seeking out those who most encourage you in your 
own walk of faith?   
 
I have attended church all my life.  When at home with my parents I never felt pressed to 
attend. It was just something we did as a family and it was an enjoyable event.  Daddy came 
home on Friday nights from a long week of work out of town.  Our family of nine got up early 
and enjoyed a big breakfast that mom had prepared.  I do not recall arguing, fighting or yelling 
among my siblings as we prepared for church.  I do recall that Daddy was the Sunday School 
Superintendent and so we were always early for Sunday School and church. 
 
I learned early what it meant to serve God, to be Holy as He is holy (see Leviticus 11:44 and 
1st Peter 1:16).  That didn’t mean it was easy.  Even as a ten-year-old I knew that there were 
things I said and did that were not lining up with the way God’s Word said I should live.   
 
At a revival meeting at the Free Methodist Church where we attended since my parents 
accepted Christ in approximately 1953, I walked forward and accepted Jesus for my own self in 
1964.  Things changed in my ten-year-old heart and mind.  When I was discouraged I read my 
Bible and found verses like this one . . . 
 
Psalm 56:9 ~ When I cry unto thee, then shall mine enemies turn back: this I know; for God is for me. 
 
I’ve followed this method in order to keep my faith turned in a positive direction all my life. 
 
However, recently I had become discouraged and found that my heart had become cynical and 
critical of others.  Not being sure what was going on I figured I should stop going to church.  I 
continued my daily devotions; reading my Bible as well as other encouraging and uplifting 
devotional material.  Since I did not seem to be getting anywhere I talked to a couple of friends 
about these feelings and thoughts.  One wise friend told me that she had felt that way too and 
it was okay to think about it for a time.  Another wise friend told me that she had felt that 
same way in the past but realized it was not good for her to be outside the community of 
believers and she had gone back to church.  She said she just wasn’t the same when she did not 
go to church.  Aha! I thought, maybe I’m wrong.  Certainly, God does not condone a cynical 
and critical heart.  
 

Philippians 4:8 ~ Finally, brothers and sisters, whatever is true, whatever is 
noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is admirable—if 

anything is excellent or praiseworthy—think about such things. 
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So, yesterday I went back to church with Paul.  Imagine my delight when the songs sung were 
my favorites and the sermon reminded me of something very important.  If you have time 
please watch Pastor Scott’s sermon from 1st Corinthians 14:1–14:40.   
 
The tile is “What Are You Building?”  I asked myself that question and I thought of the moves 
across the country Paul and I have made, leaving our hometown in West Branch, Michigan in 
1989.  Moving to Indiana where we stayed for 10 years and moving again, to Weaverville, NC in 
1999.  Paul’s job changed and we moved closer to my work in Asheville, NC, which is in that 
same area.  Then in 2007 we moved for my job to work in Raleigh, NC where we are today.  
With each move Paul and I both felt God was directing us.  Sometimes our friends and family 
did not agree, but we knew what we knew in our heart to be God-ordained and it has always 
worked out for God’s glory and for our good.  
  

Romans 8:28 ~ And we know that in all things God works for the good of those  
who love Him, who have been called according to His purpose. 

 
Before yesterday’s sermon I always felt as though every place I’ve worked since I was 19 years 
old; dime store, drug store, lawyers office, eye doctor, dentist, an elementary/middle school 
(the same one I had attended and that my own children were attending at the time) another 
lawyers office, a university, The Billy Graham Training Center have ALL been in preparation for 
the job I currently hold.  Everything I needed to learn to do for the work I do now was taught 
to me in all those places in small and big ways.  Once here I’ve learned to teach myself what 
Google has to offer on the subject required.  From audio and video editing to software for 
closed captioning and transcription.  You name it and if I’m asked to do it I can Google it and 
figure it out, for the most part. 
 
I am encouraged and supported tremendously by my wonderful co-workers.  When you work 
with a group of people whose one aim is to help make God’s Word known to others then the 
partnership that we have in the Gospel of Christ spurs us on to accomplish great things with 
small means and a small group of people.  And we are blessed. 
 
Like I said, I’ve always felt that God prepared me ahead of time to do the work I’m doing and 
felt that the gifts and talents He instilled in me over the years were exactly what was needed in 
this ministry.  I often felt proud of myself for being open to learning and implementing the 
things I learned to help the team.  I even had the audacity to think that, of all the people in the 
world that God could have brought here to work, He chose me!   
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In yesterday’s sermon I heard God speak to my heart and tell me that He did not send me here 
because of my awesome abilities, talents and gifts.  NO!  God sent me here for one reason and 
one reason only… HE LOVES ME!  HE LOVES ME!  If I bring anything to the table that helps 
others, it’s only to fulfill His mission and bless me – that’s a bonus as far as I’m concerned. 
 
I’m so thankful God set me straight on these matters.  My pride is swallowed up in His 
goodness and love for me.  I’m not here because I am great, I am here because HE is great! 
 

I pray this message blesses you and reveals God’s great love to you. 
Because HE LOVES YOU this much too! 

 
John 16:27 ~ No, the Father Himself loves you because you have loved me [Jesus] 

and have believed that I came from God. 
 
 

Ava Zettel 
June 24, 2019 
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